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A PEASANT POET.

Zigmine, John B.
Zalmer, W. E

Johanna Ambrosins, a Poor Womanm,
Suddenly Becomes Famous.

From the New York World.

A year ago the name of Johanna Am-
broslus (Frau Voigt) was wrapped in the
dark obscurity that usually enfolds a Ger-
man peasant woman who earns her bread,
and Its chance layer of butter, by a callous-
handed craft. But of genlus, like love, It
is true that one never knows where it will
strike—and so it came to pass that one of
the wandering ghafts from Parnassus
pleresd the heart of Johanna Ambrosius,
and stralghtway she arose and sang.

Before she was called to minister music
to the world she had mended her father's
nets, olled his boots, dug potatoes, cut
wheat, gathered pine needles to fill beds,
sheared sheep, spun and wove, made beds
for cows, turned curds, chopped wood and
Iabored In the field. But through all this
hardship the soul of Johanna Ambrosius
looked steadily on and upward, and no

vagrant message of wind, star or sea es-
caped her sensitive ear.

Finally she wrote the melodies that
ablded with her, and her fame grew apace.
But not till she published her “Last Song'"
did she become known Lo the larger world
that hears across the deep. "The Last
Song,” too, brought her to the notice of
the German empress in her palace. With
characteristic benevolence that royal lady
immediately sent a messenger with gifts
and honors to seek her out In her lttle
gnow-covered hut., Bince she was found
by the empress she has been crowned with
laurels in her own country and Introduced
to a wider public by an English translation
which has Just been published.

But this translation I3 a far cry from
the beauty of the original. For there is
something  evasively bewlitching about
German poetry which may well give the
ordlnary translator pause and make him
serlously ask himself whether he can mar-
shal up any words from the English lan-
guage which will’ convey that deep-toned
tenderness and wistful yearnlng which are
Inherent In certaln German words and
phrases.

Wheén a German gets to talking, and,
above all, when he gets lo poetizing about
his “Heimathiand"” and all his sweet, long,
three-=yNable delights that are ‘‘vergang-
en,” *“verloren"” or “verschwunden,” the
translator might as well try to write ef-
fectlve sonnets in shorthand as to try to
give an, accurate English equivalent for
the melting dolors and verbal sighs that
are wrapped up in the reverberating com-
pounds ef the German language.

How brief and consoiable seems the woe
of him who “lost" something to that of
the man who has “veloren™ {t, or from
whom it has utterly “verschwunden.” The
very prolongation of the word produces an
irretrievable sense of goneness, and at the
same time conveys a suggestion of Infinite
sorrow Mmplled In the loss. The nearest
appronch that we have to the German
word is “vanished,” but even that only ap-
proaches the need of the situation by one
syllable and substitutes for the disconso-
late vanishing of the German word the
harsh sibllant-ending *ished.”

When an entire poem is translated with
the same differences between all the words
that exist between “lost” and the German
words for It, It I8 no longer the work of
the original author. Indeed, thére Is some-
times more difference between the poems
of an author and his translator's verslon
of them than between the original and the
poems of another man,

Under such conditions it 18 not remark-
able that few translators succeed in giving
the public anything that will at all take
the place of the original. The translation

.of Johanna Ambrosius’ poems, fram the

twenty-sixth German edition, Is about what
one might expect from the ordinary trans-
lation, ‘Only a few of the poems have the
tender tone and color of the original. The
best are the translations on “Night" and
“Fata Morgana,"” which retain not a little
of their original beauty.

George Du Maurier,

From Harper's Bazar,

As If he were here still! Alasthat the
curtnin has fallen so scon over the bright
Inspiring life eclipsing so much of our joy.
George du Maurier was well on in middle
life when he began to write. He had lived
o ripeness and to mellowness, gathered
the fruits of observation and experience,
seen and known soclety, studied human
nature before, at &, he produced "‘Pater
Ibbetson.”” We are told that Henry
James urged bim to write, and for this
the reading public owes Mr. James a debt
of gratitude. We are the Eainers in that
Mr. DuMsurier was, so 10 speak, both
French and English! coming of French an-
cesiry, born March 6, 1534, and educated
in Puris. He lived in France till he was
17 years oid, and afterward took a course
of sclentific study at the TUniversity
of London. His fame as an artist and {lius-
trator was unsurpassed in his own line
and he had won laurels in this direction
before he so much as thought of writing.
and now, at his grave, we of two lands—
all of us fn America and in England who
ca.:-j for slmplicity and truth and strength
and” grace and sweetness beyond words—
stop and forget the tumults and strifes of
the period, and are grieved and bereft as
we lay our vollve garlands on the mound

George du Maurfer passivl out from this
world of limitatfons, Into the larger world
where dreams come true, in London, on
the morning of October &

The Shorn Lamb.

From the New York Press.

“Nothing remains,” she faltered, “but to
become an artist's model. Oh, haw hard
it Is for me to make a bare living!*

Bhe sobbed pitifully as she remembered
her susceptibility to cold In the head.

MAN LIVES LONGER.

THIS IS WHAT AN EMINENT FRENCH
MAX VENTURES TO ASSERT.

——

Due to the Infiuemes of Progress.y
Though Many Are Killed by |
Casuaties, More Are Saved  §

by Moderm Sciemce.

—_——

A discovery of widespread Intsrest Al
Importance has just besn made by iir.
Vacher, a well known member of the
French International Institute of Stat
tics, It relates to human longevity, a sub-
Ject with which eminent physiclans, phy-
siologists and specialists have ocoupied
themselves greatly during the last century,
aays the New York Hepld

Dr. Vacher, perhaps because he Is a nat-
ural optimist, writes very cheeringly on
the subject. His calculations, he says,
have satisfled him that since the end of
the last century the average duration of
human life has increased by nearly six
years; In othéer words, he maintains that
since the year 1800 average healthy men
and women have approached by six years
nearer to that normal and natural age
which all healthy men and women would
attain If their unnaturnl manner of life
and the accidents and illnesses caused
ihereby did not tend to shorten thelr days.

It is a physlological axiom that the
length of lifa of every human being Is in
proporton to his or her bodlly growth. If
the body, from birth to puberty, increasss
In size slowly, life will last unto old age.
The total duration of life may, roughly
speaking, be obtalned by multiplying this
period of childhood and early youth by six,
Thus, man's early youth colnciding with
the fifteenth or sixteenth year, he ought,
under normal conditions, to live 100 years.
If he does not llve 100 years, or, at any
rate, within a few years of that number,
no one, according to Dr. Vacher, is te
blame but himself,

Seventy-three years is sald by Dr. Vachep
to ba the average life of those who have
safely escaped the perils that attend the
earlier pertods of life. At the close of the
last century Duvillard made some abstruse
calculations on this point, and arrived at
the conclusion that the average duratiom
of human life does not exceed 67 years.
Dr. Vacher, as we see, [s six years ahead
of him,

Here, however, it 1s wall to remark that
a distinction must be made between the
average duration of life of those who are
well fitted to battle for existence and the
Eeneral average durntion of life of human
beings. The latter s npecessarily much
lower than the former, for the reason that
S0 many persons die in infancy and about
the twentleth year. Morsover, it would net

!

Vacher claims i{s that, caeterus paribus,
they are very likely to attain that age.
‘The main value of Dr. Vacher's work lies

steam and electricity, is a cause of per-
petual accidents, There Is no doubt
rallroad accldents are much more serious
than the old stage coach accidents. But,
on the other hand, these peasimists these
lauditores temporis &ctl, forget to place Im
the balance the wonderful life preserving
achlievements of modern sclence. They for-
get that we' are taking more pains tham
our forefathers ever took to
public health, and that, thanks to
caclous treatment of epidemics
infectious diseases, far more
saved from death in this manner than
killed In rallroad accidents. In &
Dr. Vacher's Investigations seem to
two things: First, tkat the average
tion of human life has greatly
during the present century; and,
that Instead of belng a barrier,
progress has proved most beneficial so
as longevity Is concerned,

In view of
subject by Dr. Vacher,
explanation of
comparatively
ural limit of
may ba well to allude to the theory that
there are certaln
years in the lives of all men, and that
duration of each man's life depends large-
ly upon the
during these
years are “the seventh;
(made up of three times seven); the forty-
ninth (made up of seven times H
sixty-thind, being nine times seven, and the
eighty-first, being nine times

£
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as St. Ambrose,
have justified the ebservation to be neithen
“superstitious nor unprefitable.” We are
also assured that “every ninth

bring some great
or mutation of fortune.”™
lleve in this doctrine hold
enth, fourteenth, twenty-first
elghth years In & man's life
macterics; that, the nin
twenty-seventh lﬂlmthlﬂ! “tl years :'H—‘
good climacterics, that the grand
macterics are the forty-ninth year and the
sixty-third year.

Anclents and moderns sgree in thinking
that the life of & human being enay prop-
erly be divided into distinct periods. ROb-
ert Record says that there are four periods
—childhood, youth, manhood, and ol age.
Of these childhood lasts from birth to the
end of the fourteenth year, youth to the
twenly-fifth year, manhood to the fftieth
year, and old age to death, These four
divisiona are In accordance with the four
seasons of the year—spring, summer, au-
tumn and winter, Human life has also
been divided into seven ages, but these
subdivisions differ little from those based
on the four seasons.

Whila thers may be much that Is fanei-
ful in thess divisions, there seems to be
some ground for the doctrine of climae-
terical years. The sixty-third has for cen-
turies been considered one of the most de-
cisive years In a man's life, and it Is a
singular fact, which can be easlly verified,
that enore men die in the sixty-third year
than in any other year between the ages
of 0 and 0. .

Long Leanses.

The following cases of great and evem
extreme length are interesting. For 1in-
stance, In the matter of ieases, the Belfast
hospital holds the record with a lease of
its aite for 10,000 years at the nominal rent
of half-a-crown. A lease only one year
short of that was granted in 1811. It has
atill 9914 years to run, and it will expire
in the year 11810, being of a piot of land
at Ancoats.

There are tenancies which have contin-
ved In the same famlily from generation
to generation, am in the case of the villuge
inn at Addington, under the Archbishops
of Canterbury, the first ancestor of the
present tenant having entered In the reign
of Henry VIL The *Jolly Millers’ inn,
at Newnham, Cambrid where
Queen Ellzabeth stopped to partake of a
draught of Okl English ale, bas been kept
by members of a famlily named Musk fox
four centuries. .

The longest law sult on record, Iasting
over 400 years, was a dispute about somse
land in Poiand between the Sobleskis of
Orlowo and the Sobleskis of Podiowo. It
began in 1490, and was settled In 1590 hy
their dividing the land between the sur-
viving representatives of the original [ite
igants

|

Bedrock Filnance.

From the Indiamapolls Journal

“You are charged with knocking the
complainant down with a club and taking
all his valuables," sald the judge.

"He:;ola me t0,” sald the prisoner.

“Eh?

“He tole me to o it. I stops him on tha
cerner to get @ lght, see? An', of cotirse,
we got to talking about the money gues-
tton. Den he says to me, ‘De on'y richt
way to it st ds money question is to
start right on first principles” he says,
'Ia dat de way youse want to do™ I maym
‘It Is," says he. *All right' I says, an'
soaks 'im an’ takes wot belongs to me by
rights of first principles.’”

The Barlingten Route.
Nine hours the shortest line to Pugef
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